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AT EDINBURGH 
The firit day of October, one thouland fix, 
hundred and ſeventy eight years. ro 


F: He which day, the.Lord Provoſt, Bailies, Council .2ad' 
Deacons of Crafts, ordinar and extraordigar, being con! 
=: , veenedin Council, raking $0.96 leriow god impartial 
conſideration, that the. Laws ot this and all other well goyerned 
Nations, - do oppoſe moſt vigorouſly che perpecuating of Ma 
giſtrats within Towns and Burghs,. as that which inhanſes che 
Government ( that ought.to be alterable , according to the me-- 
rirs of the C itizens) into the hands of qne or very tew, who may: 
ther -by eafily exclude other well-deſerving .-Neighbours trom 
the Government, and .might 2Ppropriat or 1mbeazle the, Com- 
mon-Good at their pleaſure; And thereby wreath an inſupport-: 
table yoke upon the necks of theirFellow-Citizens,and upon the: 
place of their nativity and refidence : And having by experience 
tound many moe diſadyantages. rifing by ſuch unwarjantable and. 
affected eleRions, :and+/that. even among the. beſt of Perſons, 
whom.timeand- opportunity . did tQo frequently tempt and cor-; 
rupt - --Iniſo tar thav.it was found. neceſſary by our predeceſſors 
tobe” precife and ſpecial as . to the. time of the continuation 'of: 
their Magiſtrates: which-according to the nature of all Laws, they: 
did enac in general .terms,.not having an eye to any particular 
perſons; well foreſeeing that albeit ſome perſons in the Goyern-- 
ment of the. Burgh, might, . tor one or two years, behaye them- 
telyes to-. the ſatisfaRion of the Neighbours, knowing their 
time to be determined and fixed by Law,. yet that the ſame per: 
f.ns continuing longer, .being-lefc. to their own freedom and li-; 
berty to perpetuate themſelves in.the. Governmenc 25 1ong as 
they could by taionor.iatereſt might in proceſs of rime deges. 
nerate and prove corrupt,. and that. FlaCOnventencies in remoy-. 
ing-ſuch deſerving perſons. from the Goyernmenc of the: Burgh, 
cannot.by many degrees ballance the innumerable and vaſt ilt con-- 
ſequences which naturally. , and inevitably attends the indefinite»' 
neſs, and undeterminatene(s of the time, in relation to thecon-s 
tinuance of.che Magiſtrats, within this Burgh, eſpecially feing - 
the Aﬀairsof the City,, can.ſuſtain lierle or no * prejudice by the . 
Copncils ineceflicate;to remove from che Goyerament, per-. 
ſans who have given proof of their integrity,during their admini-» 
ſtration - - In regard the remedy is -in their own hands, and: they- 
may, .out of a due reſentment of former good ſervices , eleR of 
new the faids perſons within few years after they are tgemovyed + 
from, the . Magiſtracy, -.. Upon + all, ,which..; confiderations- 
( "and in reſpeRt rhar in this Metropolitant City ofthe. 

King, 


et of able arid, wellgiia, 


{) The; Council 
165 and afide their own i in- 


| they then poſſeſt', did 
thae the Lord'Pr Dean of d.and 


0 RU RENE ofthis Burgh, ſhould not continue longer in their re- 
Ws: % CE aw, che one;or, at the moſt, twa- yeary: & they at 
| onetime 1 propre © merh are ſhould be bur one 
year Bailie,. old Bailie, and'o free- of Office , and 
not. upou theLeits to beBailies uncill theſe years ex. 
| Tlader which $1ivet happily, uncillche 
” Ne lvich tine, che fad At wasre- 
che good Town hovin ag ſoundroo:muchthe 
s char refciffion , rhe fame did ne= 
the Cirizens ro raiſe 2 Decharator of the Towag 
the Lords of Seffion , the retulc ot which Pro- 
faids hows Api their jult and wiſe Sentence itt F e- 
evecning alt furure incroach» 
& is that point, that the 
E>: PF bouls be revivedead farther ſecured, by adfeciing a 
K-- CE denble penalry and anOath, which every Mag ciſtratand Mem- 
"3 her of thr Quark, ES of =o Election of the 
| and obferviag of the 

And in ate a 

+ A& is art 


of the Lords 
omg and werbatirs inſert as 
Dacarpagher, 260 Ms patt of the fundamental Govern- 
ever fince, upon the E- 
mon lhe the bo Te: admini 
Council. Aud che 
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«ndtaken by rhe whole 
preſenr-Council being highly fenfible of the 
dupe effedts, Febich have followed rhe obſeryatice of the 
faids Ads,for ſeveral! years bor 1dr ; and being defirous to ſhew how 
willing, they ate that well Cicizens, ſhould have a hare 
in the Goverament of this City by to by condi hriedich they hope thac 
every one of them will by a generous emulation endeavour to ex» 
one another in ws _ ,ind kindneſs wa the good Tomas 
to extinguilh all perpermrating the power in their 
{ol Xi in he hands of _ bac _ -4 15am _ 
caming'; nd to ent ions amon 
the I 9. ujon ho Ge as, whereof che Council are 
very caufident ( ſeingnow 'are removed {rom'the Ma- 
iſtracy, not out of hamout and pick, as was formerly ſuppoſed, 
thy che appointivent! and determination of the Law) They 
| ave thereft ROroaned oid-phn _ Kor rev 
e Net fgnorance, may # tt 
Of which As, the cegor lollows. 
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and -the rog. great, NS 
bringing. inof ZE 
Ea. 4, and (eaſon+, 
Love, Concord, and 
Whole Council, ; ani 
of this Ciry,,.. . It is.y0g0; 


dained ,:that inall x | 
The ver * this ETELS os th Pea [) 


reſpeftive O flices. Jonger 1 
ther at one time, q that the Bailies of this 
hereafter, {hall on ren NE del ag Bailie, ; one year 0! 
par: year;free of, Off gs rY. 

ies , untill choſe y ſt A fre If is. Stat 
Ordained;. that wh rloeyer hat ,or{ha 
| a thaſl be alnaxes b | 


ths, as"the C | 
capable to DEL 
ug ras ja bo uncil, And for 
ſervance of the | this preſence AR i 
eng. read in les of the incil,” rh: 
iſts 0 he Maga be \before the ou! Tor 
bf the Liſts 765 npon the by 


betore the Council doany thing if, nal 
that clone may pretend Ge) > 
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At Eliuburgh, che Goth 7E of March; 'Oie 
thouſand ſix hundred: ſeventy three years. 


He which day, the Provoſt, {ar 
of Cratts Wy Pets raordit =p} 2.64. 
6 cakii 2D their ſerions cor tion, rrp: 
Provoſt, and Council fot ord ondrm roney ons 
day of Ou her "One: thouſand fix hundred _ | 
by upon the grear apd weighty confiderati menrion- 
ed,ir was Statute and Ordaint igall Hiabe coming, the Pro- 
volt, Dean'of Gild;agd Theſaurer of rhis Butgh;thould'nor b&'E.: 


le&cs, nor continited in heir refpedive Offices, lody 


gr axmoſt two y ether at one time : And that the Bailies 
of this Bagh ine the thereatter, ſhould only be one year Bailie, 
_ year ol) 


Paiies iree of Office z 2nd ſhould nor 
be pug in He Ten its to he Bai ugtil theſe years be paſt, _ as at 
e let aiped in the ſaid AQ, © And finding thar the 
ha AR win ir ſelf maſt Joſ abd- neceſſary for the w + of this 

to-rhe er and As of Parliament made z- 
ns on of Officers az Magiſtrats'withinButgh:' There- 
_ he Condi! PORT approve, and'reyive the fgid' A iti 
the whole Heads, Articles and « auſes of the fame z* Andordains 
the fame tos heve fall effe&,and ro be put to'execution int al! time 

ny declares rhis preſent general Rarificarlon, to be as 
valid tua] as if the faid A& were ligtein particularly inſert, 
Whereanent the Council haye diſpenſed, | and hereby diſpenſes 
for ever, Likeas the Council dpes reſcind 2nd'mqul all tormerA d&s 
which are any wayes prejudictg eq, or inconfiſtept with the (aid 
And particularly , do reſcind and annul- an AR hearing 

rs Th fourth day of Sauker , One thoyfand fix hundred ry 
four years : Reſcinding the foreſaig A bearing oy the fith 
day of 0Gebrr, gne thouſand fix hundred fifty ei ogh IT and 
declares the ſaid laſt A to be void and null,” an e prejudk 
cla and derogatory to the Lon 3nd Ads of Parliament , and to 
the Sert an Vodder Arbitrat', 'and the fundamental Liberties 
and Priviledges of rhis Burgh. 'Likezs the Council being de- 
Grows, that the toreſjd AR of rhe date,thi'fifthday of ofeher,one 
thovſand fix hundred fitry eight years, ſhoyldbe inviolaþly vbſers 
ved in all time c Ft; that all praQtices avifiont abt viola- 


tions thereof bod he berter reyented; The Conncil-do Sta- 
ryte and Ordain the Pr \5ailjes,Coonci! 2nd Deacons of 
j take'an Oath 


Crafts, ordinar Tad exrraordiygr for the rime, ſha 

for the inviolably obſerving of the faid 4& in all time coming z 
and thar direaly nor indireRtly they ſhalt do nothing prejudical 
gt wh And which Oach bi tg be,yearlyadminiſtred and taken 
by the Provoſt, Ballies, Dean of Gild, Theſayrer and wholeCoun- 
ct], having Vote in th he EleQton of the Magiſtrates: And that im- 
mediatly before their going about the faidEleRion,theGid AR is 
to be publickly readin the Council, &theOath adminiſtrated And 
further, the Council do Statute "and ordain, thatall EleRions 
hereafter to be made, that are not conform to the ſaid 4, ſhall be 
i ſo fatto, void and nu}l z and the perſons (wa to be Elected, de- 
clared to be uncapable of bearing any O flice of Magiſtracy within 
the ſaid Burgh] than is preſcribed by the ſaid AR, and the 
Electors of any verifies 2s Magiſtrates, congrair to the aid 4R, to 
b: holden and tcp en infamaus perſons; and inyaders of the j oſt 
Libergiesand Prov es of the-faid Burgb,and lyable in the cum 

of an thouſand Seats ney, each one of them, to be ap- 
plycd by fight and advice of thgL.ords Borgban he ,andLorgs 
tor the common gagd of this Byr the penalty of 

Fu thoulandMerks money foreſgid,to be in qh ſach per. 
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_ 4 {all happento be elected. contrajr oo : AR, ia ca{ 
they pray tg exerce any Office wichio the ſaid Burgh p - 


ther. 


therwiſe than is preſcribed by the (aid A@;and aredeclared by thi 
preſents,and chat with all rigour, And it is hereby expreſly provi- 
ded and declared,that execution ſhall paſs hereupon for implemeng 
and fulfilling of every point, clauſe and penalty of this Ac ,, ar 
the inſtance of any Merchand, that hath been , or hereafter (hall 
be Members of the Council of this Burgh gr at the inſtance of 
any Tradeſman, that hath been, or hereafter ſhall be Members of 
the Conncil of this Burgh, or ſhall hereafter be Deacons of 
Crafts,or Cratts Counſe]lowrs inany time coming,and that againſt 
the contraveeners and breakers of this preſent Act, Likeas, It is 
hereby declared, that it ſhall be lawtul and comperenc to any per- 
ſon to proteſt againſt any ſuch illegal EleRions ; and which Pro- 
reſtations the Clerk is to inſert in Record,and that the ſame ſhall 
be repute to be true and faithtul ſervice for the good. and intere 
of this Burgh, And laſtly, The ſaid Lotd Provoſt, Bailies, 2nd 
Council, tor the better ſecurity of this preſent, AR,in all points, 
do by their ſolemn Oath,ia verbs de preſenti, proteſt before God 
Almighty,that they ſhall obſerve this preſentAR in all the Heads, 
Clauſes and Articles thereof, inviolable in all time coming, Anc 
for the more ſecurity, the (aids Lord Provoſt, Bailies, and Coun- 
cil, conſents to the Regiſtration hereof in the Books of Sedersnt 
of the Lords of Seſſion, or the ordinary Books of the (aids Lords 
of Council and Seffion, to have the ſtrength of a Decreer of 
their Lordſhips interpon'd thereto, that Letters and Executorials 
neceſſary may pas hereon; and che Horning on 2 ſimple.Charge 
of ſix dayes allanery ; and for that effe& conſtitutes Mr, Fohn 
Lawder Advocat their Procurator, In witneſs whereot (,writ- 
ten by Filliam Mackie Writer in Edinburgh ) they have ſub(cri- 
bed thir Preſents with their hands, day, place, and year of God 
foreſaid, Before.thir witnefles, Mr, Robert Lawder, Portioner of, 
Belheaven, and Alexander Gay Writer in Edinburgh 1 inferter of 
the Date and Witneſſes, Sic Subſcribitur , Sir Andrew Ramſay 
Provoſt, Thomas Calderwood, Fahn Hall , Alexander Pitcairn, 
Robert Learmond Bailies, Walter Borthwick Dean of Gild,7 homas 
Robertſon Theſaurer, Fames Currie, Foby Fobnfloun, Andrew, 
Cheyn, William Binning, David Boyd, Francis Kinloch, Mungo 
Wood, William Carmichael, Fames Riddel, Davids whatoan Fake 
Foſſie, Lawrence Adinſtoun, Alexander Bullerwell, Robert Elliot, 
George Gardner, Hary Barclay, "Thomas Campbel, Edward Clee-. 
horn, James Paterſon, Robert Newlands, David Mvir ,, Fobm 
Carſs, George Fohnſtoun, William Stevenſon, William Hopkins, 
Mr, Robert Lawder, and Alexander Gay, Witneſles, 


T he Principal A, Subſcribed apon the Back by the Lord 
Preſident of the Seſſion, is Regiſtrat-in the Books of Council 
and Seſſion, and kept amongſt the Warrants of the ſaid Decreer, 


The Council of Edinburgh, hasat all their reſpeQive Eleiz, 
ons,ever ſince the ſaid Decreet of the Lords of Seffion, ſworn to, 
the inviolable obſervation ot the ſaid AR,, and. their names are 
recorded la the G_ __ of the ſaid Burgh,” 
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